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might in cases be desirable to make inoculation experiments as well as 
microscopical examinations. At present, however, the point is of secondary 
importance. 

Any law of this kind must necessarily be uniform and compulsory 
throughout the country. Our present permissive style of legislation has 
proved worse than useless in regard to other matters tike meat inspection, 
and has left England far behind other European nations. 

BRITISH CONGRESS ON TUBERCULOSIS. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

THE following resolutions were adopted at the final meeting of the 
Congress : 

1. "That  tuberculous sputum is the main agent for th~ conveyance of 
the virus of tuberculosis from man to man, and that indiscriminate spitting 
should therefore be suppressed." 

2. "Tha t  it is the opinion of this Congress that all public hospitals and 
dispensaries should present every patient suffering from phthisis with a 
leaflet containing instructions with regard to the prevention of con- 
sumption, and should supply and insist on the proper use of a pocket 
spittoon." 

3. "Tha t  the voluntary notification of cases of phthisis attended with 
tuberculous expectoration, and the increased preventive action which it 
has rendered practicable, has been attended by a promising measure of 
success, and that the extension of notification should be encouraged in all 
districts in which efficient sanitary administration renders it possible to 
adopt the consequential measures." 

4. "That  the provision of sanatoria is an indispensable part of the 
measures necessary for the diminution of tuberculosis." 

5. "That,  in the opinion of this Congress and in the light of the work 
that has been presented at its sittings, medical officers of health should 
continue to use all the powers at their disposal, and relax no effort to 
prevent the spread of tuberculosis by milk and meat." 

6. "That, in view of the doubts thrown on the identity of human and 
bovine tuberculosis, it is expedient that the Government be approached 
and requested to institute an immediate inquiry into this question, which 
is of vital importance to the public health and of great consequence to the 
agricultural industry." 

7. "Tha t  the educational work of the great national societies for the 
prevention of tuberculosis is deserving of every- encouragement and 
support. It  is through their agency that a rational public opinion may 
be formed, the duties of public health officers made easier of performance, 
and such local and State legislation as may be requisite called into 
existence." 

8. "That  this Congress is of opinion that a permanent international 
committee should be appointed : (a) to collect evidence and~ report on the 
measures that have been adopted for the prevention of tuberculosis in 
different countries ; (b) to publish a popular statement of these measures ; 
(c) to keep and publish periodically a record of scientific research in re- 
lation to tuberculosis; (d)to consider and recommend measures of pre- 
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vention. This Congress is further of opinion that all international and 
great national societies whose object is the prevention of tuberculosis 
should be invited to co-operate." 

9. "That, in the opinion of this Congress, overcrowding, defective 
ventilation, damp, and general insanitary conditions in the houses of the 
working classes diminish the chance of curing consumption, and aid in 
predisposing to and spreading the disease." 

10. "Tha t  the following question be submitted for the consideration of 
the next Congress on tuberculosis: The constitutional conditions of the 
individual Which predispose to tuberculosis, and the means by which they 
may be modified." 

11. "That, while recognising the great importance of sanatoria in com- 
bating tuberculosis in all countries, the attention of Government should 
be directed to informing charitable and philanthropic individuals and 
societies of the necessity for anti-tubercular dispensaries as the best 
means of checking tubercular disease among the industrial and indigent 
classes." 

REVIEW. 

]~ACTEI~IA: ESPECIALLY AS THEY ARE I~ELATED TO THE ECONOMY OF 
Ik~ATUI%E, TO INDUSTRIAL PROCESSES~ AND TO THE PUBLIC IcIEALTH. 
By George Newman, M.D,,., F.I%,S. (Edin.}, D.P.H. (Camb.}. "Pro- 
gressive Science Series ' ;  published by John Murray. Second 
edition, 1900. 

Both Dr. Newman and his readers are to be congratulated on the fact 
that a second edition of his book has been called for within a twelve- 
month of the issue of the first. Much additional matter appears, 
there being new chapters on Tropical Diseases and on the Bacterial 
Treatment of Sewage, whilst some clerical and other errors which had 
crept into the first edition have been eliminated. Dr. Newman's book 
differs considerably from the ordinary text-book of cut-and-dried 
bacteriology, in being wider and more interesting in its scope. Taking 
the book in its latest form, there is no other English publication from 
which the medical officer of health can obtain so much general informa- 
tion as to the bacteriological conditions underlying the various trades 
and processes which from time to time come under his notice. Thus 
an excellent ~'~sumg is given of what is at present known of the bacteria 
specially inhabiting the soil, and of t he  work which they do there. 
The chapter on Bacteria in Milk Products and other Foods gives a full 
account of the sources of pollution of milk, of the methods of sterilizing 
milk, of the diseases caused by infected milk, and of dairy processes 
generally. Other chapters deal with ]3acteria in Air and Water, with 
bacteria generally as the producers of disease; and the parts which 
deal with Disinfection and with Bacterial Treatment of Sewage may be 
espeeially~mentioned as giving an impartial and judicial account of 
different processes concerned in these matters. The  book is one which 
every medical officer of health will add to his reference library with 
advantage. 


